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Background

Partnership for the Poor?
The Joint Africa-EU Strategy:
Risks and opportunities

In December 2007, European and African heads of
state and government adopted the Joint Africa-EU
Strategy, which was to mark the beginning of a new
political partnership at eye-level. The Final Decla-
ration says that “We will develop this partnership
of equals, based on the effective engagement of our
societies, in order to achieve significant results in
our fundamental commitments, namely: the at-
tainment of the Millennium Development Goals.”

Since 2007, however, things have gone rather
quiet on the Strategy, and it has received only little
public attention. The international conference
“Partnership for the Poor” is aimed at taking stock
two years after its adoption. In what way has it
been of any use to the poor so far? What risks and
opportunities does the Joint EU-Africa Strategy
bear when it comes to combating poverty? Are
changes of direction necessary in politics? What
is the role of civil society in Africa and Europe?

The Conference is being organised by VENRO,
the Association of German Development NGOs,
in co-operation with the European umbrella orga-
nisation CONCORD and Deutsche Welle.

With the project “Prospects for Africa — Europe’s Policies”
VENRO seeks an active civil society contribution to the
implementation of the Africa-EU Strategic Partnership.
The project builds on cooperation with African partners
that began during VENRO's successful EU Presidency
Project in 2007. VENRO member organisations then
worked together with their African partners to develop
statements for policy makers, the media and interested
public on the main topics of the project: Energy and
climate change; regional integration and trade; and
gender.

Further information: www.prospects-for-africa.de

Date and venue

VE N Ro PROSPECTS FOR AFRICA —
e o o EUROPE’S POLICIES
30th November 2009 ASSOCIATION OF GERMAN The VENRO-Project on the

DEVELOPMENT NGOs Africa-EU-Partnership

How to get to the venue

International Conference
30th November 2009 in Bonn

Partnership for the Poor?
The Joint Africa-EU Strategy:
Risks and opportunities
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Federal Ministry
for Economic Cooperation
and Development

The project is co-funded by the German Federal Ministry
for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ).

DEUTSCHE WELLE

DW
NIl IENEIlIIENIIEEEIIEENIEFIEEIIEEEEII NI IIEEEEEIEE IIEEEmEI s




Programme

The conference will be held in English with
simultaneous interpretation into German.

Registration of the Participants

Welcome and Opening Remarks Statement

Debaters

Statement
Statement
The Importance of the Africa-EU Strategy
Debaters
Debaters
Panel
Local Power and Women's Rights: Lunch
Potentials and Constraints of
Decentralization for Gender Equality Panel Il

Ways out of the Fossil Dead-End:
Sustainable Energy for Africa

Coffee Break
Panel IlI Results in a Nutshell

Get modern or get out: How can Trade,
Regional Integration and Infrastructure
Contribute to Poverty Eradication?

Come together

Conference Chair:
Michael Steeb, Speaker VENRO Working Group
European Development Policy, Germany




